
CABINET MEMBER FOR STREETPRIDE 
 
Venue: Training Room,  

3rd Floor Bailey House, 
Rawmarsh Road, 
Rotherham.  S60 1TD 

Date: Monday, 16th March, 2009 

  Time: *9.45 a.m. 
* please note the start time for this meeting. 
 

A G E N D A 
 

 
1. To determine if the following matters are to be considered under the categories 

suggested, in accordance with Part 1 of Schedule 12A (as amended March 
2006) of the Local Government Act 1972.  

  

 
2. To determine any item which the Chairman is of the opinion should be 

considered later in the agenda as a matter of urgency.  
  

 
3. Petition regarding lack of salting on footways at Swinburne Place, 

Herringthorpe.  (report attached) (Pages 1 - 7) 
 Bob Stock, Network Principal Engineer, to report. 

- to discuss issues relating to an alleged lack of action in gritting footways 
on Swinburne Place, Herringthorpe. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
1.  Meeting: STREETPRIDE SERVICE 

2.  Date: 16 March 2009   

3.  Title: PETITION REGARDING LACK OF SALTING ON 
FOOTWAYS AT SWINBURNE PLACE, 
HERRINGTHORPE – WARD 17 

4.  Programme Area: ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 
 
 
 
5. Summary 
The report discusses issues relating to an alleged lack of action in gritting footways 
on Swinburne Place, Herringthorpe, the subject of a petition from residents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Recommendations 
 
That it be resolved that the lead petitioner be advised of the way to register 
requests for salting action and for the salt bins to be refilled. 
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7. Proposals and Details 
A petition with 9 signatures, attached as an appendix to this report, has been 
received from residents of Swinburne Place, Herringthorpe. The majority of the 
comments submitted relate to a lack of gritting on the footways, but the final 
comment relates to grit bins which are reported to be empty. 
 
Swinburne Place is a cul de sac off Chaucer Road (plan attached). It comprises a 
Council owned housing development of 64 bungalows for the elderly. A number of 
the properties are sited around grassed areas bounded with footpaths which are 
maintained as public highway. Most of the area is reasonably level but there is a 
slight gradient along the main spine of the road. 
 
The petition is dated 21 January 2009 which precedes the snowfall of 2 February 
and the subsequent cold spell. It is possible that the petition was prompted by 
conditions experienced during 20 January 2009. On that day a number of requests 
were received from members of the public to salt side roads and four teams were 
deployed throughout the day to respond to the requests received. Problems due to 
snow and ice were quite variable across the network and conditions were not severe 
enough to justify all resources being deployed on winter action. 
 
All requests for salting are received through the call centre Streetpride Connect. A 
search of reports received relating to Swinburne Place showed only one report, on 
the 22 January 2009 requesting that a salt bin be refilled. That is the day after the 
date at the head of the petition. 
 
There are two salt bins on Swinburne Place, adjacent to 59 and outside 25. These 
bins were not supplied by Streetpride and are not maintained as part of our winter 
service. The criteria for the provision of salt bins as part of Streetpride’s winter 
service would not be met on Swinburne Place. 
 
The salt bins on site were provided by Neighbourhoods and are maintained by the 
caretakers. The Estate Officer Champion confirms that the salt bins were filled by the 
caretakers on 26 January and again on 5 February. Regular visits are made to the 
area to ensure the salt bins are filled when necessary.  
 
It is suggested that the lead petitioner be advised that if there is a need for footways 
or carriageway to be salted to ensure safety then a request should be made through 
Streetpride Connect, on 336003 and that Streetpride will respond to the request as 
soon as we are able given the conditions across the network pertaining at that time. 
Further the petitioners should be advised that the salt bins are maintained by 
Neighbourhood Services and any request for refilling should be made to the 
Neighbourhood Office. 
 
8. Finance 
Winter Service activities are funded from the Streetpride Revenue Account. 
 
9. Risks and Uncertainties 
No comments 
 
10. Policy and Performance Agenda Implications 
Rotherham Safe – Highway Authorities are under a duty to ensure, so far as is 
reasonably practicable, that safe passage along a highway is not endangered by 
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snow or ice. In judging whether the actions of an authority satisfied this duty 
consideration would be taken of the resources available to them.  
  
The Council's policy recognises that it is not possible in severe spells of weather to 
clear, and maintain clear, all of the network. The priority roads for treatment are 
those important to the free flow of traffic; Principal roads, well used classified routes, 
bus routes and access roads to hospitals and fire stations etc. The principle being 
that if side roads are difficult due to the conditions then people can walk to their 
nearest bus service and still get to where they need to go. 
  
When conditions of laying snow [or ice] pertain then ploughing and salting is 
undertaken with routes cleared in the order of their traffic importance. It follows that 
the bulk salters will not be redeployed onto more minor routes until we are confident 
that the main roads will remain safe without further action. All other resources 
available to the Council will be directed to priority sites off the main routes these 
include areas where there are vulnerable people. Streetpride also seek to respond to 
requests from residents for local action. 
 
11. Background Papers and Consultation 
Copy of petition received and site plan attached to report. 
Comments included from Neighbourhood Champion, Wentworth South Area Office. 
 
12. Contact Name : Robert Stock, Network Principal Engineer, telephone extension 
2928, bob.stock@rotherham.gov.uk 
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